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has had such a long, unselfish and distinguished
career in pursuit of his ideals that even the
Conservatives now treat him with respect.
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It is a strange pesition indeed for a proud
country such as England: especially strange
‘when we remiember the attitude of Britigh
colonies to Japanese immigrants.

But this brings ue back to the extremely
complleated and awkward question of Asialic
emlgration generally and the clalms made by
Japan that Jepanese fmmigrants should be
treated on equal terms with American citl.
zens In the United States. Things are very
different from what they were In 1873, when,
as aiready sald, the Unlted States and the
Britich colonies carrled matters with a high
hand agalnst Cbinese Immligrants.

China {tself has undergone a complete po-
Huleal transformatlon. The Mongols have gone.
Plgtalls, the slgn of subservience to the Tar-
tars, have diseppeared, The Chinese race
proper is in conlrol of its own territory.

Itatlways, chiefly constructed with foreigno
crpitel, and
trol, now connect wmany of the great cilies
and their ports. Hut Chinese epngineers and
managers are ateadily replacing the outsiders,
an:l projected lines, deprived by the war of
thelr skilled superintendents from Belgium
and otier Kuropean countries, are now belng
carrled forward by Chinese engineera. Mines
and other indusiries are being developed.
Armies also are heing raised and armed and
truined according to Furopean systems.

The eagernesa for progress iz being manl-
fested in all directions.” Much as they dislike
tia Japanese, the Chinese are ready to learn
from thiem, and thousands of Chinese gtudents

fleek to Japan for that purpose. Thus 400,
000,000 of this remarkable pcople, all reading

nant position. Whether China acts under
Jaranese leadership, or under the guldance
of her own educated class, the whole question
ot only of Chinese emigration but of Chinese
{nfluence generally must cre long be sgeriously
conzldered by western natlons.

At the time of the Tae-Ping rebellion a sort
of proverb wag current in the Chinese citles.
“Pirst the Tae-Pings, then the Mohammedans,
snd Mohammedans have long since been swept
lastly the Foreign Devils.” The Tae.Pings
and Mohammmedans have long since been swept
away. It is quite possible the turn of the
Foreign Devils may be close at hand.

Meanwhile, Japan has the lead and seems
likely to keep it. The majority of English-
men, and even the majority of Americans—
(who are still more closely concerned than Its
ally, the English, with the policy of this power-
ful and ambitious State)—have but a superficial
idea of the pessible spread of its influence in
the near future.

Yet thic is not for want of warning.

Americans in particular have been told by
thelr own milltary officers, as woll as by
civillans who have specially studled the sub-
ject, about the oort of antagoniam which liea
ahezd. Germans, also, who regard the prob.
leme of the Far East and the Pacific Qcean
rom & totally different point of view, have
gone inte the matter with their customary
thoroughness and expresa virtually the same
opinion. They believe that Japan Is prepar-
Ing, with the same relentless efficiency -which
she dispiayed In making ready for her cam-
paigna against China and Russia, to deal with
the United States when time and opportunity
offer,

Americans themselves freely admit that the
stlll rislng Power of Asin hns ample grounds
for decluring war against the Great Republic.
Tircachea of International law and national
pledges have hesn committed by the United
States CGovernment time after thne. The
200.005 Japanese--mostly trained soldiers by
the way—who have taken tbe place of the
Chinese on the Paclfic Slope are regarded with
the sawme hoatility na their forerunners from
tha mainland of Asia.

Moreover, not only racial bui commercial an-
tagonisms are &t work. It is well known that

ese chenpinoas are nlieady galning ground In

sooner or Jater, unless other circumstances

for the time under foreign con-

render them almost miraculous assistence,
The policy of the Japapese in 2iexico and the
South American States also threatens Ameri-
can capitalist interests.

Recent events have strengthened Japan
without increasing the power of the United
Stater. An Asiatic State, with an army kept
up on the modern European scale, and & navy
thoroughly ready for an emergency, faces a
peace-at-any-price Republle, practically with-
out en army, poesessed of a navy which has
been allowed to run down {nto the danger
zone, and holding polnts for attack which give
enormous advantages to a capable and adven.
turous enemy—such as the Phllippines, the

Sandwich 1slands and the Panama Canal. The
Japenese would be more than human in their
self-control and cautlon If they failed to ob-
tain a diplomatic, or forclble, viclory from such
a siate of affairs.

They have concluded, rightly or wrongly,
from the conduct of the United States Govern-
ment during the war that Americans, as at
present organized and ruled, will put up with
any insults and outrages and surrender any-
thing demanded of them rather than directiy
threaten or put themselves In a posture to
threaten hostilities. It does not nezd the
shrewdness and first-rate Information which
the Japanese possess to see what this means
to them. Nor does the Anglo-Japanese Alll-
ance, which weould render British intervention
on the side of the United States very diricult,
if not impossible, improve the outlook for ths
Republic, even if the exhaustion of our nation
did not preclude us from any action in this
Eense.

Asin is awakening “indeed. We ouracives
must not {magine that India is still asleep be,
cause perfect peace reigns throughout Hindus-

forces In the field to the extent of lens of
thousands of men. This is not so.

India is stirring too. The Andnman Islands,
our modern counterpart of Van Dieman's
land, are overflowlng .with political prisoners,
shipped off there without trial, and even with-
out accusation, under an obsolete law, The
wholesale hangings at Lahore, solely on police
evidence, have been strongly condemned by
Anglo-Indian officials themselves. Bengalis
were long derided by us Epglish as a people
incapable for centuries of resisting oppression
In any shape. We have contrived to 7rouse
such a spirit among them that anarchists and
assassins are openly cheered when living, and
treated as martlyts when dead, even in Calcuita
itsell. There can be no doubt whatever that
disaffection is growing throughout Hindoatan;
though the population heing entirely deprived
of arme, any organized insurrection is not to be
anticipated. But Indla demends self-govern.
ment and requires that the drain of £30,000,000
yearly to England from the poorest populetion
on the planet without any commercial return
should be stanched.

An emplire which declares that it 18 fighting
a world-war for the meaintenance of national
rights and uational freedoms cannot In decency
keep one-fifth of the human race in subjugation
to foreign despotism and liable to the exaction
of a foreign economlie tribute on a huge acale.
If England persists in this fatal policy there
can be little doubt as to the ultimete rasuit.
Not even the legious of Japan would suffics to
keep India permenently enslaved, The move-
ments in Chine and Japan itself have alrendy
had their influence throughout Hindogtan.
However desirable also it may seem to the
great Indian Feudatoriea to exhibit thelr loy.
alty to the dominant power to-day. It Is In-
concelvable that they can fall to know what
Is taking place around them, or that they fall
to share in the general Aslatic feeling agelnst
the supremacy of the white race.

When the war Is at an end and peace Is al
last proclaimed all the leading Kuropean na
tions will be well-nlgh.bled to death, alike in
men and in money,

Asla will not have suffered: Japan.will have
actually galned in means and influence. The
lessons of the terrific struggle will not have

the white. Thease are facts which can neither

politice of our time.
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